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. r  r t , { J
bst management committeds (JFMCs) have

played an important role in forest conservation, regeneration and management in
different states of the cou{ _

Responding to concerys raised in many quarters, I have been having a
dialogue with various stakeholders on the functioning of JFMCs in the contorto{
decentralised gwenrance envisagd by and e.mbodied in the B'a'Amendmentto the
Constitution of rggg relating to pane.hayats and of the Pandrayat Extension to
Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act, 1996.

Certain strong conclusions have emerged clearlyfrom these interactions.

1. Existing JFMCs should function undgr the overall guldanq and_supervisibn of
the Grim Sabhas and where new JFMCs ire to be set up they should be done
bythe Gram Sabhas.

z. JFMCs should be recoguised as organs of the Gram Sabha under the relevant
state Acts relating to panchayat raj instihrtions.

3. JFMCs should function as Standing Committeeb of Gram Panchayats foliteq- 
6 ( social forestry and farm foresry) and item Z ( minor forest produce) listed
in the Eleventh Scbedule to the Constitution. i

4. The manner in which the dwelopment funds of the JEMCs are used should be
approved by the Gram Sabha. r

I would request you to give these st'ggestions due consideration and Plrt them
into effect by- appropriate-amendments-of the relevant State Acts, Rules and
Exequtive Orders relating to both JFMCs and pandrayati raj instihttions.

With warrn rcgards, l

Shri B.S.Yeddnrrappa
Chief Minister
Government of Karnataka


